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PRESS RELEAS” ISSUED DY THE °° PANESE EMBASSY 
ON APRIL 15, 1940 


On being questioned by net-napermen concerning Japan's posi- 
tion with regard to possitle 4nvolvemen> of the Netherlands in th: 
Bopoyeen wa and its reperc 'ssions in tue Netherlands East Indies, 
Foreign Minister Arita replied as follows: 


“With the Sovth Seas regions, especially the Netherlands — 
Bast Indies, Japon is economically bound by an intimate rela- 
tionshi» of mutu “ity in ministering to one another's needs. — 
Similarly, ocher ountiies of East Asia maintain close economic 
relations with tise regio.s. Tat is to sty, Japan, these ' 
countries cnd the..e regions toge ner are contribu ing to the 
prosperity of East Asia tivough “tual aid and interdependence. 


"Should hostilities in Europe be extended to the Nethese . 
Lands and prod.:e repercuss’.ons s you say, in the Nether. 
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danésiadies, it would not only intersere with the maintenanc-. | 


and furtherance oi the above-mentioned reiations of economic 
4nterdemmence and of co-existence and co-prosperity, but wou: 
also give rise to an undesirable situation from the standpoint 
of the peace and stability of East Asia. In view of these 
considerations, the Japanese Government can not but be deeply 
concerned over anv development «ccom ing an aggravation ‘" 
the war ir. surope that may affect the status quo of tne 
Netherlands East Indies." 


Forc’.gn Relations II, p. 281 
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ail THE viPP NESE INISTER 202 7 NBIGN AFFAIRS (TOYODA) 
TO THE wiERTCAN AMBASSADOR ZN JAPAN (GREW) 


(t"¥O,) JULY 25, 1941, 


Between the Japanese Government and the Vichy Government there 
was amicably reached anagreement of views on the twenty-first of 
July, 1941, concerning the {>.nt protect .n of French Indochina, 
and an announcement on the i.zreement is soon to be made, 


I asked for an appointment with Your Excellency this evening in 
order to take this opporvunity, on behalf o. tho Javanese Governmen 
of informing Your Ex.ellency in advance of the mrasure just referre 
to, and of making the eituction clear so that there may be no unnec- 
essary misunderstand. g which may ar‘se from this question, in view 
of the foreign press reporting unfo ied rumors such as that the 
Japanese Government hud sent the Vic * Government an ultimatum. 


The relations between Japan and French Indochina have recent.y 
become more fricidl:’ by the so-~cslled Metsuoka-Henri Pact of Au- 
gust, last yeers ana several other Fiancc-Japanese agresnenya} als 

n a 


ew of the fact that it is to the common interest of both 
Japan and France to insure the safety of French Inlochina and to 
prevent the distuvbance of peace in the same urea under the exis*i. 
complicated international situation, the Japenese and French Gover 
rents have, at this time, as already stated, arrived at an under 
: tanding as regards joint protection of French Indochina. 


As a m.tter of fact, we are receiving numerous reports that 
‘America shovld adopt mie stringent ant: -Japanese economic measu7e 
such as the freezing of ‘r ranese capita. -n America and a complete 
embargo of pe-roleum oil a. retaliato-y steps against the measure 
just mentiored; and if the above should ever be iealized, I deep): 
apprehend that it will be diff-.cuit to prevent the unexpected agi- 
tation of oro ape among *he Japanese .20ple against aid to the 
Chiang Kai-s..ek regime anc «ae encirclement campaign against te 
ahs antagonism the government has so carefully repressed unti 

aye 


It seems that in the United States there is an element which 
possesses an unpleas. t feeling against the measure which I have 
just mentioned, but owing it in a fair and composed attitude fre 
an objective standpoint, such a measure is truly unavoidable from 
a broad viewpoiat of uaintaining pecse in the Pacific by prevertin 
a more serious agegeravationd “he fe. ings of the vepemeas people 
which are steadily being excited by such facts as the unsatisfr- 
result of the Netherlands East Indies-Japanese negotiations, and . 
4s well known, the uimost daily reports from ebroad about the tig! 
e of the encirclement campaign against Javan, I earnestly ho; 
that Your Excellency will fully comprehend the disposal at issue o 
being necessitated by sincere re for the maintenance of the peac 
in the Pacific and cooperate in sePing the door Foe for my hope 
and further efforts directed toward amicable solution of Japanese-~ 
American relations. 


Foreign Relations II, pp. 318<31' 
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